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The 2011 Brunello di Montalcino is a gorgeous, striking wine. Sweet 
macerated cherries, tobacco, licorice, spice and mint are all laced 
together in a super-expressive, resonant Brunello endowed with real 
class. Open-knit and seductive, the 2011 will drink well with minimal 
cellaring. This is an especially delicate, sensual Brunello that speaks to the 
finesse that is possible on the northern side of Montalcino, and a terrific 
example of the year at its very best. With time in the glass, the 2011 starts 
to shut down, which may be a very good sign of its potential longevity. In 
any event, the 2011 Brunello is a winner. Proprietor Francesco Ripaccioli 
gave the 2011 a bit less time in oak than is customary. Production was 
just 28,000 bottles as opposed to the 50,000 bottles that were produced 
between the straight Brunello and Riserva in 2010 (there is no Riserva in 
2011.)
- Antonio Galloni 


